Racket Care
It seems obvious that you should protect your racket at all times as the rubber is what you use to control the ball and it will naturally begin to deteriorate once in use. However, in my experience, it is an area which is often neglected by both novice and experienced players. Dirt, dust and grease will accumulate on the surface during play. I would suggest that you clean your rubber after matches as well as after each playing session. 
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At the recent Junior League at Drumchapel I noticed one of the player’s racket looked very greasy and I offered to give it a clean. His racket was quite shiny with grease and had very little grip before cleaning but he noticed a significant difference in the amount of spin he could generate after cleaning. Generating spin is related to a player’s touch and technique but also the amount of friction between the rubber and the ball. If this is reduced because the rubber is dirty it will influence the effectiveness of the shot and possibly the outcome of the point.

Foam cleaners, administered with a sponge or a pips brush (for pips out rubber), help to revive the rubber’s surface and prolong its life span. They are available from all of the main TT suppliers. Another useful purchase is a racket case which will reduce the amount of time your bat is out in the open and exposed to the atmosphere. The additional padding will also protect the bat if it is dropped. 

Ensure you keep your racket away from heat and do not allow it to come into contact with direct sunlight.
