
June Newsletter 2013 

     

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

A Message From The Head Teacher 

We are at the end of another very successful session. We have had a very busy few weeks. There has been the Senior 

Awards Ceremony, Sports/Fun Day, Primary Visits, the Leavers’ Dance, and the Summer Concert. The London Art trip 

left on Monday, and the Germany trip left on Wednesday morning. Another London trip and the senior Disneyland Paris 

trip leave next week. Next week we will be having also be having our Activities Programme with everything from 

Fishing to Alton Towers and ‘Hair and Nails’!  

On Friday 28th June, school will close at 1.00pm. I hope you all have a great holiday – it will be over in a flash!  Can I 
thank all parents for their support over the last session - together we can achieve so much! I will write again at the 

beginning of August with all the information you will need for the beginning of the session. 
 

Good News 

The last few weeks have been all about celebrating good news, with the Senior Awards Ceremony and the Sports 

Awards Ceremony. We feel it is vital to support the very many youngsters, who work hard day in and day out to do 
their best for the school and for their families. We are really proud of them!! 

Many of our senior pupils are going to have a busy summer!! Four of our senior pupils are participating in the University 

of Glasgow Summer School. Seven more are participating in the University of Strathclyde Accelerate Summer School. 

Each of these courses lasts a week. Four more senior pupils have been successful in attaining Nuffield Bursary 

Awards, which will involve them working in the Universities on research projects over a period of four weeks. 

Furthermore some senior pupils have already spent a week working at universities as part of the REACH programme, 

which prepares them for applications to the Medicine and Law faculties. 

Well done to all the secondary pupils who took part in the Polaroid / WDL Sports Development 5k Schools Team 

Challenge at Lomond Shores! Vale of Leven Academy won two of the team awards, as well as the overall Secondary 

School Team Challenge Shield.  
Paul Maitz is a Learning Assistant at Christie Park Primary School. He has been running a Primary After School Sports 

Club in the Academy for the past 7 weeks. He has asked me to thank three of our pupils, who have willingly 

volunteered to assist him, and have done a great job!! The pupils are: Andrew Campbell, Stuart Toole and Fraser 

McGaughey. Well done gents!! 

The S2 French class recently enjoyed a 'crêpes' making lesson.  The pupils translated a French recipe into English. 

Then they worked with the Home Economics department to create the traditional snack.  The pupils really enjoyed the 

experience - and especially enjoyed eating their results!  Délicieux...! 

  

Good News from the music department 

WDC Concert - VOLA Soul were the guest group at the WDC Showcase Concert on Thursday 30th May, impressing 
the audience with their professional performance.  Members of the Soul Band performing that evening were Struan 

Battison, Georgia Clark, Chantelle McGregor, Stuart McIntyre, Paul Reilly and Stuart Sichi. Also taking part that 

evening were members of VOLA Brass Ensemble, who formed part of a larger group with other pupils from the 

Authority. 

Instrumental Pupils - the pupils listed below took part in the Youth Music Festival in Perth on Thursday 13th June as 

part of WDC Wind Band. As well as performing prepared pieces, the group also took part in workshops, where they had 

to learn a new piece of music and perform it within a short time frame.  The pupils thoroughly enjoyed being part of 

this event. The pupils were - Beth Stern, Lucy Bolton, Tegan McKay, Kieran Oliver, Euan Priestley, Emma Anton, 

Samantha Oliver and Hayley Proudlock. 

Summer Concert - the Summer Concert took place on Monday 17th June with over 70 pupils involved in 7 different 

musical ensembles.  The pupils had been working hard for months rehearsing a variety of pieces in different musical 
styles.  As well as our usual groups, Wind Band, Soul Band, Vocal Group, String Group, Flute Trio and Brass Ensemble, it 

was the debut concert for our new Ukulele Orchestra. 



Our soloists for the evening were Rhianne Dow, Tegan McKay, Samantha Oliver, Hayley Proudlock and Paul Reilly, who 

all performed with flair and confidence. It was a great evening and we are very proud of all our participants!! 

  

S3 Vale of Leven Academy Health Day 

On Wednesday 29th May, VOLA held a special day for all S3 pupils to promote all aspects of health. The day was 

organised by Sharon Wallace-Cooper, Principal Teacher of Home Economics, Health & Wellbeing. Throughout the day, 

pupils participated in 6 different sessions ranging from physical activities of zumba, bokwa and bouncefit to tennis, 

golf and even the Navy drills with 3 members of the Royal Navy attending. The amazing Cameron House Hotel had 4 

chefs cooking with all the pupils; they made a real impact with everyone. We had many external agencies providing 
input throughout the day including the RNLI, British Red Cross, Dumbarton and District Womens’ Aid, Teen Challenge, 

All 4 Youth and Youth Development, as well as our school counsellor and the P.E. department. We received many gifts 

as prizes which were awarded at the end of the day from Rangers FC, Celtic FC. Dumbarton FC, River City, Real Radio 

and the Meadow Centre. A great day was had by all, and a number of providers wrote to say how impressed they were 

by our youngsters. 

Claire Leonard, of Epilepsy Connections, said “Just a wee email to say how much I enjoyed the day yesterday,  I’ve 

participated in a number of these events and Vale of Leven’s Health Day was by far the best as regards planning and 

pupil participation.  I really appreciated the free period to observe other partners, as it gives you a flavour of what 

others are doing as regards your own input.” 

Cameron House Executive Chef Ryan Neil said “Glad it all went great and I’m very sorry I missed all the fun. All the 
boys have been coming back saying they loved it. Of course we would be happy to help again in the future”. 

Praise indeed!! Well done to all the providers as well as to our young people for impressing our visitors!! 
 

News from the English Department 

Author Visit - traditional storyteller and writer, Jess Smith, visited the school on 10th June to talk to S3 about her 

life as part of the Scottish Travelling Community. Jess has written a number of books about her life as part of a large 
travelling family and wished to dispel some of the myths and stereotypical views often attached to travellers. A 

successful question and answer session followed Jess’s talk.  

Jess then conducted a writing workshop with Mrs Fitzpatrick’s S2 English class. Again her spellbinding storytelling 

inspired pupils to think imaginatively when writing.  The feedback from S2 after Jess’s visit was extremely positive 

and allowed for stimulating class discussion and reflection on diversity and difference in our communities.  This is a 

clear example of Curriculum for Excellence at work in the classroom, where pupils are encouraged to become effective 

contributors while listening to and valuing the opinions of others. 

Carnegie Shadowing - A group of S1 and S2 pupils are involved in shadowing the Carnegie Prize for Children’s 

Literature. This is the fourth year that the English department and school librarian have taken part in the shadowing 

scheme. A group of pupils commit to reading the shortlisted novels; they meet fortnightly to discuss the novels and 
pupils write a short review which is posted on the Carnegie website. Some of the books are a challenging read and deal 

with issues of both national and international significance.  Topics as diverse as a young boy’s personal journey in the 

aftermath of the Haitian earthquake to a young Irish girl who comes into contact with the ghost of her great 

grandmother, are just two examples of the content of the novels on the shortlist. The pupils involved claim that 

reading these novels greatly increases their vocabulary and provides ideas for their own creative writing. The winning 

novel will be announced on 26th June. Currently there is disagreement among the group about which book deserves to 

win. The pupils involved are:  

Scott Cameron 1A1, Molly MacDonald 2F1, Natasha Peters 1F1, Lana Ritchie 1A2, Alex Robson 1A2, Ailsa Roddick 2C1, 

Abby Shaw 1L2 and Zander Stephenson 1L2  

 
Uniform 2013/2014 

As you will know last session we made changes to the uniform. These changes will continue into next session: 

1. Blazers 

2. Skirt Length regulations  

3. Change in footwear to black shoes or trainers. 

Further information on these changes can be found on the website or can be obtained from the school office. Letters 

detailing all the changes have already been issued to all pupils. 



Academy Blazers have now measured all youngsters for blazers. Parents can order blazers on-line or through the 

school office. The Academy Uniform’s web address is: 

www.academyuniformsmpc.com  

Detailed ordering information was issued with the May newsletter. Order forms can also be picked up from the school 

office. All orders received by Academy Uniforms on or before 10th July will be delivered free of charge to the school 

for pick-up on 13th August. Parents can collect orders between 10.00 and 11.00 on that day. 

If you can obtain a maroon blazer online or from a supplier cheaper, then we can sell you the school badge to put on it! 

Please ask at the school office. 
  

SFA School of Football 

From August we will welcome our second cohort of pupils to the SFA School of Football. Eleven youngsters have been 

selected from a series of trials, to become the latest cohort within VOLA. When they start in August they will have 

five periods per week of football/sport-related activities. This will be on top of their regular studies – they will be 

expected to do the same coursework and homework as everyone else! Their SFA activities will be led by SFA 
appointed coach, Tony Gervais, who will also take on a mentoring role with all pupils in the School of Football. Gerry 

McPartlane, from our PE department, will continue to head up the project within the Academy.  

The School of Football pupils will study how to keep themselves healthy and free from injury, whilst taking on an 

increased participation in sport – warm ups, warms downs and nutrition are just as important as skills to a sportsman or 

sportswoman. Pupils selected for the SFA School of Football last session are continuing with the project into S2, and 

we hope to certificate the programme.  
 

European Week 

Week beginning 3rd June saw all S1 pupils learning European facts in all of their normal classes. In their German 

periods for example, pupils studied Italian -  Ciao! During Maths they learnt about booking a trip to Europe and in Art 

they studied European artists producing wonderful wall displays. All S1 pupils completed a homework project on a 

European country and some pupils created amazing 3D models. These were judged and Aimee Brown 1F1 was 

the project winner. Congratulations Aimee, on your beautiful model of a windmill and the tulip fields in Holland.   

European week culminated in a multimedia interactive quiz in the hall on Friday 7th June, which was attended by the 

whole of S1. Each registration class was represented by a boy and a girl, These were eventually whittled down to a 

final group of 3 who played a sudden death knockout by buzzers! The winner of the quiz was Hannah Manning of 1L1 

who remembered absolutely everything she had learned during the week, well done Hannah!  
  

CSI Day 

S1 pupils had a fabulous Inter Disciplinary Learning day on Monday 10th June when they had to become detectives and 

forensic scientists for the day and investigate the murder of ….The Head Teacher!!! Pupils were off normal timetable 

for the whole day and worked in teams. Suspects were questioned, fingerprints taken and DNA samples tested as part 

of the day. I am slightly concerned that there seemed to be no shortage of volunteers to be the murderer, including 

my Senior Depute Head Teacher, Mr Moran!! I am delighted to say that the news of my demise was greatly 

exaggerated, and I am now back in post! Can I thank particularly Mrs Evette Milne of the Science department who led 

the development of this activity? She had put in a huge amount of work on this initiative. We hope to make this an 

annual event…but we will be looking for (I hope) a new victim!! 
  

Sports Day 2013 

Thursday 13th June was this year’s Sports Day. After an early lunch the whole school was off timetable to watch the 

sports finals and to take part in a fun afternoon. In between the highly competitive athletic events, there was a 

Bouncy Castle, Sumo Suits, face painting, a nail bar, tombola, beat the Goalie as well as a hamburger stall. There was 

even ‘sponge the Teacher’!! Usually at these events I would have to check to ensure youngsters stay in school. This 

year I had to speak to the youngsters still enjoying the event after 3.35pm to tell them that the buses were about to 

leave and they would have to go!!! They just love VOLA!! 

This was all done to raise money for the school fund – all of this goes back in to providing trips and events for all our 

pupils. A fab day was had by all!!! Thanks to all the staff for their hard work – particularly the PE department.   



Medals were presented to the Sports Day winners at a special Sports Awards Ceremony on Tuesday 18th June. 

Thirteen school athletics records were broken and there was some very close competition for the individual winners. 

They were:  

S1 Girls - Carly Craig (Fruin)  

S1 Boys - Paul Hollywood (Lennox)  

S2 Girls - Molly MacDonald (Fruin)  

S2 Boys - David Connolly(Fruin)  

S3 Girls - Jennifer MacCalman/ Angeline Friel/ Corrine Friel (Arden)  

S3 Boys - Ross Cameron (Arden)  
Senior Girls - Roseanne Wardlaw (Cameron)  

Senior Boys - Fraser McCaughey (Cameron)  

The winning House was Fruin (again!!)  
  

SQA Results/Appeals 

The SQA certificates will be posted to pupils to arrive on 6th August. Pupils who have registered on the ‘mySQA’ 

website will get their results by text or e-mail the same morning. There is still time to register for this service. You 

can register with MySQA until 5pm on Tuesday 9th July and activate your account by 5pm on Wednesday 17th  July. 

The website address is www.mySQA.org.uk 

Where pupils do not attain the expected result, an appeal may sometimes be made when the school has clear 

examination evidence (from a prelim) that the pupil reached the necessary standard prior to the actual SQA exam. 

The appeals system will be in stages. The deadline for urgent appeals (only where entry to university in October 2013 

is concerned) is 21st August. This is obviously very tight, given that pupils in West Dunbartonshire will not return until 

15th August. Please contact the school as soon as you have your results, if you are a university candidate requiring an 

urgent appeal. 
 

S5/6 Option Renegotiations 

Every year a number of pupils coming back into S5 or S6 want to renegotiate their options based on their SQA 

examination results. This process will take place before the school officially reopens. Staff will be available on 

Thursday 8th and Friday 9th August for this purpose. Please phone the school office to make an appointment if your 

son/daughter wishes to make use of this process. (Due to the numbers involved, phoning in advance is vital!) 
 

P7 Visit/P7 Parents Night 

We had a very successful P7 visit on Tuesday 11th June. Pupils from all the associate primaries attended and for the 

first time the new intake discovered which classes they would be in! Our new pupils were well behaved and very 

enthusiastic about being in VOLA and taking part in new classes and subjects. They made their own way to the 

academy, and followed a timetable throughout the day similar to the one they will follow in August.  In the evening, 

parents and P7 pupils attended the Parents’ Information Evening.  About 150 parents and P7 pupils attended – it was a 

very busy but successful evening. P7 pupils also had the opportunity to be measured for their blazers or indeed 

purchase them. We look forward to welcoming the new S1 intake in August! 

 

Parent Council 
The Parent Council have again agreed to present ties to all the new S1 pupils to welcome them to the Academy. I am in 

the process of visiting the leavers’ ceremonies to present the ties on behalf of the Parent Council.  

Hopefully some of the new S1 parents will want to join the Parent Council. We are always happy to welcome new 

members. Even if your child is further up the school and you haven’t been involved before, we would be delighted to 

welcome you! The first meeting of the new session is 7.00 pm on Thursday 22nd August 2013. The AGM will be held on 

Thursday 26th September 2013. 

 

School Website 

The school website is including more and more information for parents.  All newsletters are on the website. The 

website address is: www.scottishschools.info/valeoflevenacademy 
The website contains a great deal of information about events in the school. The text of the latest version of school 

handbook is now available on the website. 



Important Dates 

Please note that all the WDC school holiday information is on the WDC website. If you google WDC you will find 

links to all the school holiday information for next session.  

Friday 28th June - School Closes at 1.00 pm 

Tuesday 6th August – SQA certificates arrive 

Thursday 8th and Friday 9th August– S5/6 pupils can renegotiate options 

Tuesday 13th August - teachers return 

Thursday 15th August – pupils return 

Thursday 22nd August - Parent Council Meeting 
Thursday 26th September – Parent Council AGM 

 

I hope you all have a great holiday. We will send out a mailing in August with all the relevant details for the new 

session. If you have any concerns / questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on the school number – 01389 

777000.                                                                                                 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Catriona M. Robertson 

 
Enclosure: Free School Meals / Clothing Grant Information Sheet 



School Clothing Grants / Free School Meals 

 

From the 2011 academic year, the benefits section within the Corporate Services Department will be dealing with 

the award of school clothing grants and free school meals. 

 

Please note that the Registration Office will no longer deal with these applications.  
 

If you received a clothing grant or free school meals last year, you will not need to apply again this year as 

your entitlement will be reconsidered automatically.  

 

 However we may have to write to you if we require further information to confirm entitlement. 

 

You will need to contact us if:- 

 

• you have changed your bank account since your last award please contact us to provide us your new 

bank details. 

 

You will need to complete a new application if.  

 

• you live out with the West Dunbartonshire Council area as we will unable to automatically confirm 

your entitlement  

 

• you have never applied before or have a further child starting school  

 

 

 Forms are available from the school or on the Council website.  Alternatively, you can complete the application 

over the telephone by calling our Customer Contact Centre on 01389 738282 and one of our team will take the 

information from you. 

 
 

If you have any enquiries please telephone 01389 738282. 

 

Applications and any information requested can be sent or taken to 

 

Housing Benefit Section, Council Offices, Garshake Road, Dumbarton G82 3PU 

 

Housing Benefit Section, Council Offices, Rosebery Place, Clydebank G81 1TG 

 

Housing Office, Mitchell Way, Alexandria G83 0LW 

 

 


