SUPPORT FOR LEARNING
Eastwood High aims to provide an education tailored to the needs of each child which will maximize his/her learning potential. From first to sixth year, pupils follow courses, which provide a continuity of learning experiences. A variety of learning situations will be experienced and tasks set appropriate to the pupils’ needs. Progress of pupils’ with additional learning needs and particularly those with a record of needs or a co-ordinated support plan are monitored regularly through reviews and future needs assessments.
Mrs. Martin, Principal Teacher of Support for Learning, co-ordinates the support given to pupils who have additional learning needs. The department is made up of 3 teaching staff and 5 special needs assistants. The department works closely with our associated primaries in order to gather information and plan support for pupils who will join us in S1 and who need additional help with their learning. Information on pupils’ strengths, development needs as well as preferred learning styles is shared with all teaching staff. During the first few weeks the support for learning staff shadow the new S1 classes to assess the level of support required. The support offered may include co-operative teaching, auxiliary support, individual tutorials, technology or an S6 helper in class as part of the peer tutor support scheme. In addition home-link school programmes and a paired reading scheme run throughout the year. If there is concern regarding a pupils’ learning difficulties they may be referred to the Educational Psychologist after discussion with parents.

Parents are kept fully informed about the outcome of any assessment(s), the strategies used to support their child and their progress. Where appropriate additional support is provided for pupils at the SQA diet of exams. The authority has a five-step process that is used to identify pupil needs. Further information on this is available from the department. In addition, Eastwood High is very fortunate in being able to call on the expertise of the school Psychologist, the school counselor and the school social worker.

These members of staff make up the extended support team.
 

The East Renfrewshire Website - www.ea.e-renfrew.sch/uk/curriculinks - contains links to useful websites for parents. These can be found under ‘Links for Parents’ then ‘Inclusion’. These websites offer information and support on areas such as dyslexia, epilepsy, Down’s syndrome, hearing impairment and many other conditions. The support for learning department also has information on further contacts for support groups covering many needs such as dyspraxia, dyslexia and autism. We also have an English as an Additional Language Teacher, Mrs. Shorter, who works with pupils whose second language is English.
 

BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT.

 

Behaviour Support Staff use a variety of strategies to support young people experiencing difficulties with their behaviour. These may include support in the classroom, individual work or group work. Pupils may work on anger management, social skills training, assertiveness training, or relaxation. Contact with parents is an integral part of the work of Behaviour Support and contact or comment from parents is always welcomed.

 

JOINT SUPPORT TEAM.

 

A Joint Support Team meets fortnightly to review the cases of pupils for whom there are specific concerns related to their behaviour, learning or any other identified difficulty. The team consists of DHT Mrs. Sharp, Support for Learning, Behaviour Support Staff, Psychological Services, Social Worker and the School Counsellor. Strategies to assist these pupils and provide for their needs are devised and in consultation with parents, appropriate ways to give support are organised.
