MINUTES OF THE  MEETING OF EASTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL HELD ON 9th September  2009 AT 7.30PM IN EASTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

PRESENT: PARENTS – Jim Kerrigan (Chair), Vivienne Christison, Yvonne Chalmers, Graham Smith, Mark Taylor, Carol McNee, Judith Johnstone, Jacqueline Keenan, Maralyne McGinty,  Gavin Kinnell, Christine Peberdy, Linda Sichi, Kashif Ali

IN ATTENDANCE: Stuart Maxwell (Head Teacher), Shona McWilliam

APOLOGIES:, Clr Charlie Gilbert, Diane Dakers, Margo McGibbon, Kalsoom Mohammed

1.
INTRODUCTION 

Jim Kerrigan thanked everyone for attending and welcomed them to the meeting. Jim introduced himself to the council and asked if everyone round the table could do the same.

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 3rd June 2009

The minutes of the above meeting were unanimously approved by the meeting.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – 3rd June 2009 


Nil

4.
CORRESPONDENCE

a)                   Letter re Parent Consultation Group, dates from Sept 2009 to May 2010 at various venues.  Two members of parent council to attend to represent all parents within the school.

b)                   Parent Council Newsletters – Conference Report

c)                   Parental  Involvement strategy review to Head Teacher, questionnaire to be completed.

5.
INFORMATION ITEMS

a)                  Staffing Update 


East Renfrewshire schools have been granted an Acting Deputy Head post for 23 months to manage vocational education within the school.  Sandy Jamieson who was head of Behaviour Support now takes on this role and Derek Griffin becomes Acting head of Behaviour.


Our Principal teacher of Technical, Andy Whiteley has been very seriously ill, had a major operation last week and will be off for a long time. Paul Gillies is Acting until Andy returns.


Isabel McNish who was this years NQT in Modern Languages resigned this week.  We will be looking to employ new teacher as soon as.

b)                   Building Update  (Summer work)



Head Teacher wished to thank Councillor Gilbert & Jim Kerrigan for pushing to 



get all the work completed before school resumed in August.  Reflective film on 



windows, new black out blinds, new lighting, ceiling and walls painted, has made 



a significant difference, school looking good.



No flooding at front gate even though we have had plenty of rain.  (It was agreed 



to inform Pat Kedslie, as she had worked hard to rectify this situation).

Pedestrian crossing – G Kinnell mentioned that it looks like one of the signs is facing the wrong way.  Jim to write to C Gilbert.




Councillor Gilbert is hoping for an announcement on 23rd September re new 




build.

6.                   DISCUSSION ITEMS

a)      Procedures for the filling of Parent Council Vacancies

At present we have 16 current members and 1 co-op.  Re constitution that will allow us to have minimum of 3 vacancies or maximum of 8 new members.  If more parents apply than required we would have to go to an election.  S Maxwell asked if a letter could go out to all parents, by post.  Letter to give information to parents on the council, with maybe a tear off slip at bottom requesting that it had to be handed back into the school office.  It would be good to highlight that we are keen to add some new S1 parents to the council.  It would be good to have some S2 parents as well as the majority of the parents on the council have children in the upper years of the school.  L Sichi volunteered to draft a letter up.  L Sichi suggested it would be good it PTA was mentioned in same letter.

b)      Presentation on SQA exam results 2009

S Maxwell give council presentation of this years results.  V Christison mentioned that she had been informed that one particular class in Maths had extremely bad results this year and wondered if S Maxwell could clarify this.  He said he was not aware of anything but did state that this years Higher paper was very hard and the last two questions were felt to be particularly challenging.  J Kerrigan asked if all classes had fully completed level C, N MacGlashan explained that Level C has to be completed before the pupil can sit their nabs.  Level 1 & 2 are to be completed by January and Level 3 which is very difficult to be completed after prelims in February.

S Maxwell mentioned that he and his teachers were delighted with this years results.  L Sichi asked if our results could be published as other schools seem to get recognition for improving results.


Y Chalmers mentioned that the SQA website had lots of useful information and 


was well worth browsing.


V Christison asked if Easter School was common practice among East Ren 


Schools.  S Maxwell said that most schools do but Eastwood seem to cover a 


wider range of subjects.  Biology don’t do Easter school but offer supported study 


to pupils and Home Economics don’t do either.

M Taylor asked S Maxwell how does the school  cope with the different levels of attainment when in teaching boys and girls.  They are always trying to come up the new ideas and over the next fortnight he will be meeting with the subject PTs to discuss how to help boys more in class.  G Kinnell mentioned that in other schools pupils help each other in group form.  S Maxwell said that every year just before the prelims he gives the same talk asking them to help each others and the majority of the time girls are more likely to that up that suggestion.

K Ali asked as the S4 results were good will the school be using the same format for next year.


Leckie & Leckie have lost the contract for past papers.  SQA have last 3 years of 


Past papers and solutions available on line.  EHS are in the process of producing


CDs with past papers on them and will be available at the end of Sept at a price 


of £1.  C Peberdy recommended that Hodder & Hodder ‘How to Pass’ are 


excellent books to purchase.

7.
AOB 
Y Chalmers asked if the 6th years have a common room.  Stuart said unfortunately no and if he could supply them with a room he would.

J Kerrigan asked if there was anyway a exam paper could be rechecked without any appeal. S Maxwell said that it was not common practice and yes if could be done at a cost, you would ask for the paper to be remarked.   S Maxwell said that if you have any concerns it would be best to speak to M McCartney (Head S5/6) first of all.

Careers Event has been booked for 11th January 2010.  V Christison will look out spreadsheet from last time of list of careers and if anyone would like to add to the list she will be delighted.

V Christison asked should Parent Council and PTA  have jointed meetings in future.  J Kerrigan said that maybe they could have PTA from 7 – 8pm and P Council meeting from 8 – 9pm.

Study skills seminar to be held on Wednesday 16th September 7 – 8pm.

G Smith asked if the school web site could be updated.  G Gardner is in the process of doing that at the moment.

Date of next meeting – Wednesday 2nd December 2009 at 8pm

(preceded by PTA at 7pm)

SCHOOL TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR ENQUIRIES 0141-577-2200

