MINUTES OF THE  MEETING OF EASTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL HELD ON 21st October  2009 AT 8pm IN EASTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

PRESENT: PARENTS – Jim Kerrigan (Chair), Vivienne Christison, Yvonne Chalmers, Diane Dakers, Graham Smith, Mark Taylor, Carol McNee, Margo McGibbon, Kalsoom Mohammed,

Hazel Wroughton, Connie Hume, Evelyn Hinson, Morag Roy, Mehmood Mir, Ian Silvers, Avril Shepherd

IN ATTENDANCE: Stuart Maxwell (Head Teacher), Cllr Charlie Gilbert, Shona McWilliam (Clerk)

APOLOGIES: Gavin Kinnell, John McIntosh, Kashif Ali

1.
INTRODUCTION 

Jim Kerrigan thanked everyone for attending and welcomed them to the meeting. Jim introduced himself to the council and asked if everyone round the table could do the same.

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 9th September 2009

The minutes of the above meeting were unanimously approved by the meeting.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES – 9th September 2009 


Nil

4.
CORRESPONDENCE


a)
Backchat newsletter from the Scottish Parent Teacher Council.  Information 



included update on new licensing law.

b)
Email sent to J Kerrigan re conference on 7th November for Curriculum of Excellence.

c)
Recruitment & Selection Training to be held at St Lukes on 27th October 2009.


At the moment only 3 members have been on this course and it would be good if some of the new members (especially from the lower school) would attend, if not at this training maybe perhaps early next year.

d)
National Parent Forum on 21st November at the Radisson Hotel, Glasgow

e)
Road Closure – Greenlaw Rd. Traffic to be monitored and if a problem arises with congestion S Maxwell to speak to campus Police Officer.

f)
Strathclyde Police letter re presentation on Road Safety for S6 pupils.  J Kerrigan will contact them to discuss what dates they have available.  V Christison asked if it would be a good idea to tag the presentation onto the end of a parents evening but S Maxwell mentioned that it would make the evening too long for parents.

g)
RSNO letter offering Under 16s free to RSNO concerts with a paying adult.

5.
INFORMATION ITEMS

a)                  Staffing Update 

Nothing to report


b)                   Building Update  



To be discussed at Item 6 (a)

c)
Pupil Update



S Maxwell wanted to inform the council that 5 of Eastwood’s senior pupils are 




going to Malawi at the end of June 2010, they are Laura McGibbon, Caroline 



Peberdy, Christopher Spicer, Hollie Whyte and Anupria Kaur.  The pupils will 



have to raise approx £1400 through fund raising etc.

S Bruce (PE Teacher) is travelling to La Manga, Spain on the 26th October with S3 – S6 girls for netball tournaments.

6.                   DISCUSSION ITEMS

a)      New School announcement

We are all delighted that an announcement has been made, East Renfrewshire has secured funding to build a new school.  S Maxwell expects target date for entry to be August 2013.  School believed will be built on the red ash pitch and new pitches will be built on the old school site. We are at an advantage to start with, as the area is designated for education use in terms of Planning.  The school has plenty of ground surrounding it and the majority of it is flat. There should therefore be few construction issues.

A liaison group will be created with Charlie Gilbert which will include members of the parent council and pupils.  They will also be looking for feedback for the Janitors.   D Dakers asked could a parent not on the council be invited onto the forum for the liaison group. S Maxwell mentioned that it would take approx 18/24 months to erect a new build with planning and costing preceding the building phase.

The funding received is only for a new Eastwood High School at present. 

Fiona Morison, Grant Robertson, Stuart Maxwell & Charlie Gilbert will be involved in a consultation group.  Grant Robertson (who played a big part in the build of Williamwood) has now moved to the Scottish Future Trust and the good news is that he will be involved with Eastwood’s  new build.

The sports complex is to remain intact.  C Gilbert mentioned that it would be great if the new school became part of the community.

C Gilbert mentioned that Capelrig House could possibly become an Art centre.

C Gilbert has spoken to many people and all are looking forward to the new venture.

S Maxwell said he would like to thank everyone involved, elected politicians, council officers, and past and present Chairs of parent council etc for their continued support.

V Christison appreciated C Gilbert’s involvement over the years, always keeping us informed and never giving up.

D Dakers asked if G Gardner could keep everyone updated on the web.  S Maxwell said it is early days but could certainly happen in the future once the building work starts.


b)
School Leaver destination results



53%
Higher Education



30%
Further Education



 3%
Training



10%
Employment



 4.29%
Unemployed

S Maxwell pleased with this year’s results.  There has been a lot of hard work by Sandy Jamieson DHT and Sandra Bewick (Careers officer) to make sure that nearly every pupil has a positive destination organised before leaving School.  C Gilbert says it’s called tracking and the council wants every child who leaves school to be in a positive destination.

b)      4th Year Assembly

S Maxwell spoke to 4th years this week at assembly.  Prelims in 25 days time.  CDs with Intermediate 1 & Intermediate 2 past papers with marking scheme were handed out to pupils.  SQA past papers online 2007-2009 with marking schemes.

On Friday 23rd S Maxwell will hand out CDs to 5th years with Intermediate 2 & Higher past papers.

Supported Study hours have been increased.  To be confirmed very shortly.

V Christison asked if supported study info could go on web.  Once confirmed yes it will go on web.  S Maxwell to speak to Barbara Golombok  (Supported study organiser) and when organised parents will be texted.

V Christison asked if newsletter could go on website.  S Maxwell said it maybe too big due to integral photographs but maybe possible.

7.                   AOB 

Nil

Date of next meeting – Wednesday 2nd December 2009 at 8pm

(preceded by PTA at 7pm)

SCHOOL TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR ENQUIRIES 0141-577-2200

 

 

